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WCHT PlerL G0 o the Rocky Mouns
tabms of Wyoming just to spend some
b skling in the spring, hiking, trail
riding and fAshing for cutthroat trout
in the shorl, crowded summer of

{hose high altiiudes, But others, more
deeply moved, go there once, bwice,
three times, and then one day return
1o make their lives and to face the
harsher reality of Hving vear-round in
what is fundamentally a small, re-

maole COTMIMUIRY,
These are the people who are will-
ing o endure the hardships of (he
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s dn winter becapse they

sy i other places, whose
has almost acthin
with the red-gold winter sun
the way it makes the peaks light up
o alter another. True seevants of the
Rockles, they are amaong the hun-
dreds who peimain when the temper-
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ature falls to forty below—and when
summer visitors are long gone

In 19382 a young pelroleum geolo-
Bist from out of state bought o §
by a spring-fed river in nonthwestern
Wyoming and tock the fiest step to-
ward reallz y lifelong dream, "My
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Sl thiere 'l & st separation of soorms (n Ui Douse,” save Minion, °1 used falric
Bl between arcas [ s difficalt ot first to chissose teei bocasis e haistsand has s svershon (o
it Just solkds ™ AT E: “The break el anes wis

moth Clinke In Yellowstone park,” he
recalls, “and 1 guess T lell in love with
the Rockies when 1 came up [rom
Tennessee o visit Mim as a boy, |
wanted to build a house there where [
could settle down with my wile and
bring up children: to live and work in
the area all year, go fy-Rshing and
play a uselul part in the community
instead of being just a vacationer,”
The purchase of the properly was
only the beginning of a sevensyear
struggle to make that all possitsle. "We
e tea small house at the back of
thee Bot In 1986, he explaing, “and |
wan busy at the tme with the logi
ties of establishing a south Louwisiina

Iha

explaration offiee in thie Hocky Moun-
tains, Shortly therealter we began
seving architects and soon learned
that it can be a diffcult task to find
one whose first priority 15 to design
the house that the clivs! wants, We
had o very detailed concept in mind,
and our dealings with the first three
architects we consulbed left us a bit
frustrated. We envisloned a warm,
spacious bog house that would blend
in with the setting, Afler taking aboul
ayear off from searching, we remem-
bered having scen a riverskde log
houwse In Colorada that had been dis
siggmed by Joe Minton,”

Joseph Minten s a Fort Weorth

anl by e e feeling of an ol faslioncd mocmdng

te wniny and 10 e
il | bk’

Based designer whi has long experi-
ence in the diffical business of build-
fng log houses on a far larger scale
than anything imagined by their orig-
bl frventors, “Joe sugpested Weldon
Turner, & young architeet working out
of Mewport Beach, California, to do
the drawings,” says the husband. *We
were very skeptical when we heard
Ie'dl never done a log house before,
Bt st we decided o meet. He came
up o Wyoming in early 1987, and
we Inaked al the site together. My
wile and Lwere delighted when only
two woeks later we received a pack-
age of forty fooe-plan skelches to
choose from, all of them il'|11'};l'.'|h'l.|

"W sltiend o0 a paisbey- palterned country French fabrie for element in the g

ally b

vl rooin, breaklast arca and kitchen, which viau:
renomlees Uhe spaces,” says Mindon, ABCYE: " The cliemts live casally and spend a |

of tnse bn the klachen-—11

y both

Hir £ oo k=s0 we pal In every convenbence and innovation,” he nobes. Olad Beart pive and stone aded (o the fextural varioty,

into the basic corpus of the house
with the varied rooflines and gables
that we'd imagined,

“In i we hived the man we feel
1o be the best log house bullder in the
western United States, Lis Weber of
lackson Hisle, Wyoming,” he contins
wes, “Les works with his theee sons
and an extremely capable crew, and
together they ralse thele eraft to
an art form,”

For Minlon=—and also for Weber,
who had never before tackled a log-
bullding project of such magnitude
the house was clearly a professional
chiallenge, "Most clieats glve you gon-
cral instructions and tell you bo get on

with the job,” says Minten, “In this
G, Iln'J' WET |i\.-i1'|k'. rly,]u behind
thie site, the husbamd has a very keen
inkerest in architecture, and both ke
and his wife were lwolved in the de-
tails every step of the way, To cap i
all; Les is an absolute perfectiondst,
and like all porfectionists, he warks
very slowly. At one point he found
that there was a misalignment in the
three gables over the front door and
Iresisted that the whole thing be taken
apart, That was three days” work for
three men, but he wias right, and 1 ad-
mired the decision. Once you've cut
even the smallest opening or allowed
the slightest misalignment in a com-

plex lodgepole construction, it a
mistake you'll have o tive with for
the rest of the job.*

The log house that eventually ap-
peared on the riverbank fs centered
on a balconded great room, around
which the hall and all the rooms
on the firsi and second floors are dis=
posed at varlous angles, The great
room s about twent ¢ feet high
froam foor te roof spars, and in it one
can sit both facing a huge open fire
and ko |I'_i|lpI ot to the mountains, This
Is possible because the masslve gray
stone flue rising directly out of the
dheck that fronts the river is Banked by
tall mwltipaned windows

Il









