Four Sixes Ranch

Renewed Vigor for a Cattle Baron’s Historic West Texas Mansion
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THE GREAT CATTLE barons of Texas long
ago vanished into legend, and the
vast empires they built have gradual-
Ji\" dwiivd led and dis..!ppuﬂra_ndl divid-
ed or sold off by generations of heirs.
Among the handful of surviving king-
doms, none has come down as inkact
as the sprawling Four Sixes Ranch
(named for the ranchs distinctive
brand, a row of four unclosed sixes)in
the heart of West Texas cattle couniry,
Except for some modernization here
and theére—Four Sixes now boasts a
private jetport—the quarter-million-
acre domain is much as it was left by
its original suzerain, fabled Texas |_"1|-
tleman Samuel Burk Burnett, Texas
ranching lore abounds with tales of
Burnett, some of them .,1}mrr_\-|sh,1|

tof color,” says
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first oavner, legendary cattle baron Samvued Burk Bugnet), N5

or designer Bavid Corley, who

{that Burnett won his first herd of
cattle with a poker hand of four
sines, hence the ubiguitous brand) and
some brue (Brernetts quick-draw shoot-
ouls with rangeland rivals),

The palace from which Burk Bur-
nett ruled was baill seventy-five years
ago and was intended to outdo any-
thing erected by the rest of Texas's
ranching aristocracy. Constructed for
the then-extravagant sum of one
hundred thousand dollars, Burnett’s
maemiment stands on a hill overlook-
ing the tiny town of Guthrie and tens
of thousands of acres of mesquite-
dotted rangeland. The impasing lime-
stone edifice seems to materialize out
of the dust of time, an enduring arti-
fact of ranching’s golden age. But for

collaborated with his partner, Jseph Minton,
: The 250,000- acre spreasl is 3 h‘c\rhnﬁuﬂ:hj
s, QP POSITE: The native-limestone reskdence was Bullt in 1915-17 for its
HT: Thee ranch was named aftor it uindgue brand, 2 row of unclosed sises.

allits venerable character, Four Sixes
is il & working ranch, home to ten
thousand head of cattle and a contin-
gent of cowboys who commute 1o the
far-flung pastures in pickups but whao
otherwise maintain the same riding
and roping skills required of cow-
punchers a hundred s ago,

The twin demands of tradition and
ad:lpt.\linn were foremos! in the
minds of designers Joseph Minton
and David Carley, principals in the
Fort Waorth firm Minton-Corley, when
Four Sixes’ current owner (the sole
third-generation descendant of Burk
Burnctty asked them to give the in-
terior of Burnelts mansion a long-
everdue renovation. “1ts a wonderful
building,” says Corley, “but as with
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“We Tk o mis pativrin,” says Carley, INSLT
Thee dlining room’s distinetive saeded wallemss
ering was deslgned by Corley with 4 66068
irapeint, Trdfiple Hauck Clhivbagou, 1945 0§
by Peter Hurd, Cidar table by Mimi Lorsion
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