A FORT WORK
COUPLE ENIOYS THE
PROCESS OF BUILDING
NEW HOMES WHERE
PERSONAL STYLE
SEEMS ALMOST

LARGER THAN LIFE.
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o, Parricia and Donovan Williamsen lived in o
Sathic liome with hisory in every square foor. They
hi up thicir Fanily there enjoying their nelghboriood,
| their theee boys grew up and movied out, There came
Mlay when the venerable home seemed foo hig and too
ety =and the Tot beliind it way svailable.

That two-acee ot was filled with trees and even backed up
toa preety littde stream. 1 ey budlt o new Tunes, they conld

|:I¢-~..ij_|.|| i with rooms 1'|1|1J1;;urrt| for enieria 11 andl have

an up-to-the-minute kitehen, With no historieal precedent,
the two long-time collectors-could furnish it in any sty le
they liked. They could do away with the six bedrooms they

werent using and siill have room for the grandchildren

LEFT: Bosten ey acoants the front
ol the Williamsan kome. 108 The
enlry, edged with a balustrade railing.
ovarlooks a gallery with a soaring
ceiling, ABOVE: The painied commode
in the eniry is an 1Bth-century Nakan
piece that Mirlon lound in Eurape.

And they coull participate in every step of the process—it
sounded Tike fun

Thnt was 13 years age. Now 1hey live in an ivy-draped
home that fits their ifestvle and has bath eleganoe and

wwedern amcnivies. Bullding was 4 pood decision

T design their classically Mediterranean bome, the
Willismsansealled onVeir good riend, the late Bad Ogleshy,
an architest better known for his contemporary buildinge
They explaived the features they hoped 1o iclude, ~We
i

Patricia, who likes to be called Pat, savs. “Tiold him the main

ing traditional or not,”

vt know if e conld design sometl

thing | wanted was to be able to see outside from anywhere

ins thie howse.”
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ABOVE Whils the colection ol
Alvican cemmonial smatks in the living
o= iy an exabis touch, it aleo Jeoks
srikingly contemparary, RIGHT lron
gritwork adami the open hallway
otrloaking the spacious fving roam.
Hand-rubbad woodwark adds warmih
and charactar 1o 1he architecivre,
CPFOSITE Floos-to-celling windows
ared cersize doors ollew abundant
light b leed Inba the lving ream. High
collngs sccommodate large-scale
arifigue palntings. Uphalibered furiture - "I}
i

i o masdlliry of palest gold Labeiex ollers

comlorable soaling bor convoralions

Oglexhy, working with Fellow architect Kralp Poxt,
responided with o graclows design featiring hand-chiseled
limestone, o slate roal, amd arched windows. Intriguing
surprises begln ot the front door: The spacious entry s o

balustrude railing overlooking a bower-lovel back entry that

leads our 1o the pool. On the second ooz, an open hallway
with o wrronght-lron ralling connects the two ends of the
homme, The coiling over the lower ontry seam almost three
stories high. Such openness makes the home veem even

lurger than it bs, and the space eried out for embellis hrmem

Enter Joseph Minton, an interbor designer wha has known
the Willinmgons since before they were married. His taste

feer buxury mntehes thelr own, and his knowledge of sources
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wll over the warlil made im the perfect clialee 1o lielp them
New room dimensions |I.1g|||ln| BEw painlings, wilreors,
ruigs, and furnitice—antigue i possible, The quest way on,

i

shlp

entsstarted arrlving st Minton'santigues shop;

an i¥th-century Tinlian caimmode destinee for the entey; the

Emgelish CGieorgian shile mid Bacearat cha ler for the

dbning room; pulntings from Paris; Perslan rugs: and silver
seeving pleces Trom Londan, What Minten couldny Hnd,
he designed: New chairs bs the living room mimie antlque
French bergtees but are scaled for today, "Our Gamily loves
eollecting,” Pat says, Miotoos is a trae kiodrod spiri

Elis abes ign aaslstant for the Willlamson home was Cecilia

Berber-Thayer, whose husband, Rusy, s a talented stane
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Drtrickinng the Ivieg rogrm il intimal -
srwin for conversation and other
actiitian kaeps the large ypacs on
livable seate. Each goblen-busd wat
has u kel poirnt; The hand carved
mnariibopence vt for slente with 1he
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ANYWHERE IN THE HOUSE.

carver, Russ Thayer carved the fireplace, designed 1o ccho
a French trumeau mirror, by hand from Texas limestone.
Avidly watching it progress, Minton Anally installed the
spectacular carving in the living room.

Limestone-slab loors are now softened by antique rugs,
Muost walls are painted apd glaeed in muted apricots anil

palest amber, the color of motthed parchn Thexe walls

are the hackdrop for choice Enropean paintings. mirmoss;
and fine furnishings that ence praced French chateaus,

Britlsh manors, and lalian villas 1 always mix different

culiures in any house [ design.” Mintar says.
Windows have floor-1o-high-ceiling draperies, and the

antigque chalrs are newly upholstered. "1 enjoy working

LEFT and TOP: Antique harniture in the
masber badraom i ughalitered in new
hand:printed knen that looks old and
slighthy fadad. The bath has matching
linen ar this walls, ABOYE Calorhil
handmade e add 2 playdul node ta the

cream customn kitchen calbinets

with fabrics.” Minton savs, in his refined Southern acoent, ™)
wsed 4 French tapestry fabeie on the dining room chairs and
hand-printed English lines on the master bath walls”

"W used to meet with Joe cvery Tuesday to talk about the
B

fumeriomed well, “This house is good for entertalning: we've

house,” Pag says, Minton's teuches created o home that has
lecen able 1o doa linde bit of everyihing here,” Pat says,
Recently the urge to build come upon the Willinmsons

again, and they constructed a2 weekend house on their

ranch. They called an Minton because they've learned it's
an ideal working relutlonchip. The couple builds, Minton
embellishes, and everyone appreclates the lvely resulis

Resources bagin on page 108
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