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apcve: Joseph Minton, ASID, created a
tablescape of coral, orchids, sand and
whimelcal figures outdoors on his
torraca baleany.

orPositer This chandelier isn't really
coral, of course, bue the iron creation
from John Gregory Studlos impares a

classic-modern flalr,
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i o gift from the sea thae has
insinunted el into fine Teonses
for more than owo centurics.

Conal, alone as an’ eye-carching
sculprural  piece cand  in
combination with seashells, makes a
stirring starement in myriad interdoms, from
French to Asiimn to contemporiry.

“Coral and shells were T\\qmlm’ el b
18th conmry EIITI'I].\'. then there wis o
resurpence of them in the 19405, when

Coral's timeless allure

BY LISA MARTIN
PHOTOS BY JOHM SMITH

Erench decomators really started g a ot
of marine: themes,” siys John' Gregory,
owner of John Cregory Studios on Slocum
Street. “And now ics hack agin”

Buat jusse what s cosal anyway P Accondirig
ro Henther Finlavson, o fossil epert at the
Dhllas Museom of Manemal Hictory, “A lot
olf peaple think comls are o plant becauses of
the brmches. Put basically cotal are muldi-
cellular animale chat build an cuter

seoecture of cabeium carbogne,”

The creature’s skeletnl remiin sie what we kv as coral, and

tescarchers sy e coral may be: more than 500 million years

oid. Bl e found § 1

Timbay, rmany types of coral age all the more Jear because they
are clussified a5 endangered. T satisfy consumer Jdemand, for
fewelty in' particular, nwmeros reefs in the Caribhean, in
Sothens Asin and throughout the Pocific have been pillaged.
To decelcrate the destruetion of “sich fragile and esseninl
ecoystems, the ULS. governinent placed restrictions on certain
types of coral imports, inchiding some o the: red comals thar come
from China As o resolt, “fus® coral, made of anything from
foam 1o resin to painted wood, his beoome more popular.

Pecause af the purchasing bans on the real thyimg, all matrer of
antiue coral (which s exempt) likewise has become pricies;
mire, PLEUne pIeces can cost Fumdreds, if mot thoosnds, of
dollars. Formmately, they can pack a lon of style punch o well,
Larpe pioces of coral can make a drmatic focal point on- 3
tabletop or mantel or can st on a bookshelf, as would a
sumptisois phece of sulpoure,

“The frecetanding coml s extremely papular right W, EYE
Matalie Garsa, manager of Ceylon et Cie on Market Center
Boulevard. "We place them on scrylic bases for presentations it

really tuakes the piece stand oot.” The acrylic bases lend the
coral, which s rather delicate and fragile, sabilivy ae well.

Corals come in myrind colors, from red and pink: and soft
orange: to lavender, blue, black and white. The shapes vary
significantly a5 well. The so-called “beain carals” resembles the
outling of cur gray matter. Mushroom corls look like an
oversized version of their nameske. And the popular branch
corls appear as if thiey came sraight off of a cedur or an clm.

Wrhite and red are the mos popular colors,” says Gregory,
whes camies several antique corals in his shop. 1 like the white
becatise it hooks so niry, Tight and ethereal ™

Pt of their enduring appeal, Garza adds, is the way they look
appropriace in @ varery of sctings

“Corals are so uniguee that they blend with any kind of diécor,
Thiey can o with 1 Swedish picce, or = smcthing country French,
A more modern serting icideal as well. There's no limit 1o how
VOLL CALY hEEe them.”

Increasingly, bits of coml are used in everything from fower
srrangements (fresh or dried) o shell-encrusted boxes and mirmor
frames - 1o aceetits, on lampshades.  Furthermore, caral
candlesticks, real of faus, are o perfect embellishment for o

spriiige of sumimertime tble,
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