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ake u H2-milllon historic  house
didomed by an scclaimed architect
Toss I dozen decomtors, all led by
the purriarch of Fort Worths interior
design stene, Add o dash of panicin
terms of the tdming Then throw in tons of crestivicy
and enchusiasm (o compensite,

From these eclectic ingredients emerged the 2002

Historic Fort Worth Designer Showhouse,a triumphant

endeavor on view ro the public in late June

OFFOSITE AND THIS FAGED Josoph Minton restored architect John F. Staub’s vision of a grand country house by
warming up living room walls with a muted-tornate color acconted by woodwork in a bleachod walnut findsh,
He filled the room with antiques, such as the black-and-gold | th-contury Coramandel screen above,



THIS PAGE, LEFT AMD 0ELOW! Joe Dop
Conger decorated the morning room in
a monechromatic schema of cream, wiiks
and taupe for a soothing, “vanilla® foel,

Far Joseph Minton, the celebrated ASID
disigmer who led the decomtive aspecis of
the projct, the showhouse provided o
trip chown memory lane.

Tve been very close friends with twa
of the three owners of the Gartner-
Wrightsman-Young house,”  Minton
explalns "ln fact, Pve known the Young
family (the present ownershsinee | wis in
kindergarten. | even had Christmas Eve
dinner in that fowse last yeac”

Moreover, Minton professes o deep
admirastion for the architect. Houston-
Prase] Johin E Seauby, the subijfect of several
ook, deslgmed 59 private homes arsund
Texas and the southeast. Five of those,
Including the  Gartner-Weightsmiune.
Young hiowss, which was comploted in
1900, wwere (o Fort Worth,

Stephen Fox, an architectural historian
andd lecturer at Rice Universty, describes
the genius of Staubk designe

"What makes Staubs houses works of
extraordinary virtuosity was his skill In
Integeating architectural syle with ste
planning Intedor planning composltlon
and progaortion. Asd resuln, Staibs hotises
always fic In”

That Inherent cleguiee touched every
aspect of the project. In four shoit
months, Minton and the showhoise
comimittee psembled a team of @ docen
deslgners, who then transformed the
To00-squaee-foot  sructure back: 1o
Sraubs origingl vision: a geacious country
home inspired by [Feh-aned 1IBth-century
Ewropean style

The privilege of leadership enabled
Minton to choose the rooam he wanbed 1o
decomie. He selected the living reom
becruse it is “the prettiest room architec-
turally s also the most impoetant ream
in the house”

From a paletteof soft greens, reds, blucs,
yellows and pold that all of the deslgners

Anovi: The morning room’s calm pl.lqttu

allows various textures, such as the rock
crystal chandaller, to stand out. The
light-Nooded area emphasizes the lush
garden outdoors,
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ated living m. Indeed, ©
aupes dominated ©
awtiiul antigue VIl %19 14 feet.
blue, Ac [ 1 wanted a light,
1l of the went wit
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& painted & muted toma-
wekermant of Ackermann

woodwark (moldings deors, the mantel)
In a bleachied Fremch walnue i archids tode
“Since this was such a beautiful houss mianaged
inspleect by che 18t century, | nsed many,
wetheér or not oo kedy
n-insplred mural spanning
le.
wdesined by
t Worth, pre-
ontrast to the calor-

mELov Soft sunny yellow walls and subtle floral fabric bulld a French country-style
master bedroom. The furnishings are from varlous provinces of Franco. RichT: Gold

drapes complement the dining reom's restored mural. The dining table’s pedestal,
discoverad by East & Orient Co,, was found in a Syrian field.
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anovi: Pastel accossarles, copper pots and

pans, and distrossed wood chalrs and table
sot the climate for a country kitchen,
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tuble, ped vt Frmppsealing pastels

Tiy comitrmst (o the aged appenmnoe of
the furnleure were the gleaming stailn-
lesi-stecl oppliances, copper poes and the
Black countertops. Porm met function In
this room o painced desk, tucked 1o one
sde, provided un smple orea for meal
phienndng o merne witing

Iny [us place of honor at the front of the
house, the entranee hill set a tone for all
thenk was e follow Destgned by Pamela K
Flowers, ASID, Jennifer Norrls, ASID ond
Lizzie Welborn, Allied ASID, of PK
Flowers Interlors Inc of Aledo, the décor
of the 14 by 18 foot fover was chosen o
complement the stalned glass window at
the top of the stalrease,

“The liest plece we chose for the room
Wi @ masslve 19ch-century | Comy rarsg




