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A FT.WORTH HOME TUNED IN TO
THE WHOLE FAMILY

by Janice Wald Levy
photography by Bill Stites

f one word could adequately describe the atmosphere that pervades this Ft.

Warth house, expressing the deepest feelings of the family toward their home

and explaining its raison d'etre, that word would be “love.™ Love of beauly,
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iove of nature; love of famity and even love of privacy are cai

design and decor.

The word “love” ks woven into the owner’s comments about fine furnish-
ings, palntings and other warks of art, flowers and plants, and the joys of
cooking for and with a large family, Everywhere, there Is evidence of the In-
terests and hobbies of the family, from the predominance of floral patterns in
draperies and upholstery, to the huge kitchen planned for every convenience,
ta the many books filling shelves in almost every room.

One of the most unusual features of the house is that, architecturally, it is
three separate suites of reoms, each designed with a very specific purpose in
mind. The floor plan by the Dallas firm of Beran and Shelmire offers total
privacy with complete separation of the two family wings by a central
entertalning area.

Entry s through a courtyard with tiled pool and fountain into a spacious
and inviting atrium filled with greenery overflowing glant planter boxes. COne
of the hoxes houses an antique Scottish fern stand which is almost indis-
tinguishable from o gnarled tree trunk in appearance.

Because of the abundance of plants In the atritim, the owners wanted lots
of natural light. The atrium’s “tray” celling contains a series of skylights lined
with latticework, which helps diffuse the light while controlling the heat often
produced by skytights. The lattice theme s camried threwgh to the storage
cabinets In the dining room as well s the greenhouse-camouflage at the edge
of the patio,

Beyond the atrium lie the farmal living and dining rooms, which are used
almost exclusively for large-scale enterfaining, The living room, though formal
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in design, is & comfortable blend of antiques and tradi-
tional furniture with dewn-filled cushions complementing
exposed wood, Inviling a cozy chat in front of a crack-
fing fire.

Deslaner Joe Minton of Minton-Cortey in Ft. Worth
has worked decorating magic throughout the house. The
owner says, “The highest compliment | can pay Joe is 1o
say that he took what | had and made my house look
like me — not like a typlcal decorator's house.” [n this
house, in fact, the personalities of all six family members
have been taken Into account and their needs have been
given-a full measure of importance In-the design scheme.

Much of the furniture in the living room has been in
the family for vears and has baen transformed to sult the
atmosphere of the “public” areas, "l never wanted a
den,” explains the owner. "l wanted a living room where
my guests could feel comforable — not a den they
would walk Into and never make it into the lving reom,”

Shades of brown, blue and coral dominate the living
area and fexture plays as important & role as pattern,
Throughout the house, the use of floral patterns
prevalls, reflecting the owner's great love of flowers, The
living room is no exception, as flowers bloom on drap-
ery and upholstery fabric and are repeated In beautiful
Iandscaping bevond the glass walls,

The focal point of the living room Is a large tapestry
above the fireplace depicting what the ewner feels = an
eariy 19th century English fox hunt. "l really don't know
much about the tapesiry,” she explains, “but [ fel In
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love with It the mement | saw it. It was probably com-
m;?gl.q::nod by an English family and done by a Chinese
artist.”

The living room offers several seating aréas, each ac-
cented by tables of various sizes, providing display space
for the many lovely accessories collected by the family
over the years, The glass-walled alcove is especially in-
viting with Ifs antique English tea table flanked by match-
Ing love seats and a view of the gardens and goll course
beyond

The dining reom is a source of pride for the owners,
whe frequently host large family gatherings. The table
extends to seat 20 beneath the glow of the topaz- and
amethyst-prismed chandeller. The Japanese screen is a
favorite acquisition: "l have never really liked Japancse
sgreens with the birds and deslgns that go off one side,
but this ane is-really more like a painting. And of course
you can see¢ that | love flowers, so the flower cart at-
tracted me 1o this particular screen,” the ouwner explains.

Just as the entertalning areas have been meliculously
designed and decorated for the pleasure and comiort of
guests, 5o the family wing of the house has been ex-
ecuted 1o fill the needs of an active family which in-
cludes four teer-agers, According to archltect Overion
Shelmire, one of the primary concerns was that the
children's wing be separate from the master suite, whila
rataining a sense of “family™ which Is so often lacking in
many split floor plans;

This was accomplished by placing only the master
suite at the opposite side of the house from the family
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area, separated by the tremendous central area. The
family wing is actually a self-contained apariment which
includes the kitchen, a second smaller living and dining
area and the four children’s bedrooms on one level, and
the garage, playroom and hobby rooms below,

The natural eoler scheme and Indian motil combine to
make the family area a restful retreat. The kitchen was
an especially important projeet in which architect E.E.
Beran met the needs of the five cooks in the family, The
kitchen is large and bright and planned for efficiency in
every detail,

A large central island, about 9x5 feet, surrounds the
gas range on three sides with butcher block work sur-
face. Below are drawers and cabinets which hold every-
thing needed for preparing gourmet feasts. In addition to
what seems like miles of counter space, the kitchen
sports two of almost every appliance: refrigerators,
ovens, dishwashers and sinhs.

There is alia an indoor charcoal grill‘and a microwave
aven. The center vent hood i surrounded b skylights
which let in 2 mueh natural light as possible while
highlighting the copper cookware hanging from the hood.
Oiciober 1979

A pastry preparation area confains a granite slab set
into the counter as well 22 a cabinet to store a large
mixer, Other unique features are a commiercial Oasis
drinking founiain (which the owner claims ks as efficient
as it & convenlent) and a “dumbwaiter” which carries
groceries upstairs from the garage-level playroom.

Privacy Is an obvious concern of this family and has
been achieved In the children's roams by separating the
three girls' raoms from their brother's by means of dou-
ble doors and a short hallway, Each was aflowed 1o
decorate his or her room to b great extent, and each
room reflects the Interests and tastes of s occupant,
They are all bright and cheerful, and each is iotally
unigue In decor,

The playroom downstairs is a whimsical place where,
the owner says, " turned the decorator loose and told
him he could do anylhing he wanted. We just love the
results.” A chance bargain on bright paisley- and
medallion-covered materlal set the theme and color
scheme; vards and yards of the red, blue and yellow
material cover about one quarter of the room — win-
dews, walls and celiing. lcontinued)
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The material Is draped “Casablanca [ashion” Lo create
a cozy conversation aren out of what might have been
an overwhelmingly large room. Red and blue carpet, a
rod-falted pool table, bright yellow game tables and red
enameled chalrs carry the colors throwgh to the other
areas of the room,

Secluded at the opposite end of the house, the master
sulte Is a peaceful ratreat filled with springtime flowers
year-round. Spring colors of lima green, sky blus and
soft paach mimic nature al its best from the green of the
carpet to the blue of the celling.

A peach valvet chalse lounge and pastel patieened
recliner and eauch provide the bedroom's sitting area
with camfart and color for TV viewing, reading or
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private conversatlon, A library table and side chalr fill yet
another glass-walled alcove,

Almost every room of this house offers a spectacular
wiew of the grounds, wiith landscaping so beautifully
executed by Jack Bryant that the fealing of a traditional
back yard or side yard Is eliminated. The atmosphere of
the grounds is one of an exceptionally wall-manicured
botanical garden which, like the house iisell, works
totally within the contours of the hilly, wooded property.

Sinking Inta the flufly cushions of the living room
sofa, the owner sighs, "Oh, | just love my house; | am
s0 happy here," That one thought sums up the esserice
af this home. It s the epitome of what can be ac-
complished when architects, designers, contractors and
landscapers work In harmeny with the hameowner, 4=
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:‘-J?ﬂq‘:my thairs, And csup:‘aulnying the tile and nstalling carpat, the couple did it all
themselves, It took them all of nine months,

Constructing the atrlum was onc of the most difficult jobs, Sharon says, The arca was
ariginally a closet, but Robert tore out the two Intertor walls, replacing them with an L-shaped
retalner of white brick, and ransfernad a large plcture window from the master bathroom !.n'ths
atrlumy's north wall, Now the white caladiums planted there recelve plenty of light and there's o
lovely view from the lving room of the well-landscaped front yard.

The master bath also presented problems, Sharon remembers. It was not only small but ex-
asperatingly narrow, and overlooked a spot that “used to be a garden, but nothing would grow
there." The solution was to knock out the wall separating bedroom and bath, replacing It with
louvered doors that remain open when thi bathroom lsn't in use; the entire suite, s a result,
has an open, expansive feel. The bathroom itsell was also enlarged, 5o a sunken tub, bounded
on one side by a smaller version of the entry atrium, new occuples the space whaure the waild:
be garden was. The skylight, draped with inexpensive vinyl shades on white dowely, provides
fluminatian but "keeps the heat out,” Sharon explains. ;

“Mudding” the interior walls and ceflings to smooth away the texture and “give them a lac-
quered look™ was Sharon's job, and she admits it was so tedious she almost gave up al one
point. But the results are astonishingly elfective, especially in the lving room, palnted with
white enamel, and sbi-year-old Jason's bedroom, where Sharon designed and painted a multl-
colared rainbow graphic that visually connects the play and sleep oreas, “l enjoy a smooth
wall,” she explains, “because it reflects lght from the windows and where the mimors meet the
calling — It all flows ther."

-::13 mirrors are m":?fan part of that flow; even though the house lisell is comparatively
small, the living room and master sulte appear enormats thanks to totally mirrored walls. In the
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