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- You Are
- Where
You Eat

FUN AND FASHIONABLE
DINING ROOMS

by Kay Ellis photography by John Rogers

| Abawve; Using some of Miml Sheraton's fumbiure, desigrer David Corley of Fi
Warth has created & dramatic reom that B qalle versaile,

Lefr: Dallse designer Cralg Roberts adds drama lots ol sophisteated lighting
techniques to make his dining reom — anmd his entise house ' — somuthing vary
spachal

Sepiember 1905 Seplembar 1979

L its best, it's gant, glamorous,

convivial, romantic, adaplable. re-

laxing and reguiarly filled with peo-

ple who are having a good time.

A its worst, It's dull, static, stuffy
and seldom used.

It's the dining reom!

Just because the words conjure up visions of
formal rather than casual meals doesa't mean that
the decar has 1o be boring

Dalas and Fort Worth designers surveved agree
that the dining ro can be one of the most excit-
Ing — and pret — rooms in the entire house.
And it shouldn’t be reserved for Thanksgiving and
Christmas dinners!

“Yersatility”" |s a word that many Interior de-
signers like fo apply to dining rooms these days.

James Foy Jr., ASID, of Boswell-Foy Associ:
ates, Inc., in Fort Woarth, thinks that & dining room
should be used for more than just meals, He [a-
wors-an eating area that can double as a library or
MUsic room.

In a dining reom with a long rectangular. or oval
table, Foy likes to gather three chairs al ane end
and place the others against the walls.

“Then put some magazines, a basket of flowers,
a prelty piece of sculpture or whalever else ap-
peaks 1o you at that same end of the table, and
change the decoration every few days,” he says.

Such an arrangement, he belleves, will “create
an atmosphere where someone will feel free to i
at the table, read a magazine, have a soft drink
and enjoy the area at any fime of day.”

Judy Winger, ASID associate with Paschall
Winger Inferiors of Dallas. thinks that versatility in
a dining room should mean that the aréa can be as
attractive and comiortable with casual dinnerware
and accessorhes as with formal table settings.

“Of course, people like to have a room nice
encugh to use their fine china and sliiver, but they
need to remember that there are a kot of gala
things you can do with pretty pottery, placemats,
wicker baskets and other casual things.”

Ms. Winger adds that the ideal dining: room
“should not be so formal that it forbids use on an
h‘\":r','d-:‘!.' basis or 50 ['.'.H that it ovempowers an inti-
mate dinter for two.

“If a dining room i 100 overdone, the owner
isn’t going o think about using the pottery in there
for a festive breakfast,” she savs,

Several inferior designers like to achieve versa.
tHlity I a dining room through the use of several
small tables instead of one large one

Frank H, Guse, ASID, of Frank H, Guse Msso-
ciate c.. In Fort Warih, designed a table for his
own home that can be used in two different ways
— as asingle large rectangle or divided Into twa
smaller squares.

Lighting Is an espécially important considera-
lion when you plan to vary the location of vour
tables, reminds Guse {cantinued)
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Above: Designed by Batbarn Viessels; ihis
Dallas dining roon |5 set in the middle of
an atrium garden ard makes for inigresting
dining. both at night and during the day,

Fight: As tn other rooms, carpat and wall-
popar patterns. can be mixed and maiched
eflectively in thie dining reom.

Eat fcontinued)

“You almost-have 1o use recessed [ight-
ing In several different parts of the room.
You certainly can't plan on a chandelier in
the center of the room Il you don't always
intend to have a table under it,"

Fort Worth's Minton-Corley, Inc., re-
cently completed a versatile dining room
— using a permanent round table and 12
permanent chairs — for a couple that en-
tertains a great deal. Two round folding ta-
kbles and a set of handsome lucite folding
chairs ate added for larger parties, All of
the fables are tied together by a wardrobe
of matching cloths:

Joe Minton of the desian firm thinks that
the dining room ought to be one of the
most dramatic rooms in the house.

“It's not a room that you stay in for long
periods of time, ke & bedroom or fiving
room, so it can be a little more glamorous,
You can use a lot of color and pattern In
the dining room. becsuse you wan't be in
there erough 1o get fired of 11"

He adds, however, that it's important to
caardinate the eolor and pattern of the din-
ing room decor with the ching and other
tableware that will be used.

[eborah Rutledge of Trisha Wilson and
Associates Hkes to add drama with exciting
dining room walls, Sometimes she uphal-

——

September 1979

Above Jim and Helen Brockia’s dining
roam, designed by Gay. Freeman, has
encugh space. 0 guests won'l leel
cramped and there & pleny of 100m o
sernae.

Reghir Ancaher Minton Corley dintng room
in 1. Worth allows formality withowt being
drab.

““You can use a lot of
color and pattern in the
dining room, because
vou won’t be in there
enough to get tired of
it,” says Joe Minton of
Minton-Corley, Inc.

Soptember 1979

sters them, and in other homes she does
one wall entirely In mirrors: For high voli-
ege wall effects at low-level prices, she
favors-a combination of paint-and wallcoy-
ering divided by a chair rail,

The dining room coler scheme should
play off the Hving room tones, she adds, and
“a really exciting, dramatic color doesn't
cost any more than an ordinary one.”

Designer Gene Sparks favors a dining
room with an cutside view, If possible, be-
cause he thinks it adds a relaxing aspect to
mealtimes, If the home doesn't already
have & pretty view outside the dinkng room
windows, Sparks trics to creale one.

He also believes that it's important (o de-
sign a dining room around how the home-
owners plan 1o use i, down ta the specifics
of what menus they select and how thesy
serve.

“For example, if the owners like to have
seated dinners with French cuising, they
will probably be happlest with a very ele-
gant, formal dining room. If they prefer to
entertain with Mexican bulfets or Orental
specipities, that may mean an entirely dif-
ferent type of room. | like to know how a
room will be used before | start working on
it

Gerald Tomlin, ASID, of Dafllas has & per-

{eantinued on page 118)
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