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In his own study, Minton placed an old Russian rug on top of leopard-print carpet. Staffordshire dogs adorn the mantel. A fifth-
generation Texan, the designer admits that he's a dog lover.
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A Chat With Joe Minton

He has transformed houses from Texas to Colorado to Rhode Island, giving each an
identity that reflects both owner and locale, always with a touch of elegance

A TRUE SOUTHERN GENTLEMAN, Fort Worth designer Joseph J. Minton is a collector who displays and arranges
with style. But he can also be a minimalist who sees the genius of American design legends such as Syrie
Maugham. His antiques business has him traveling the world, his design business brings him back to the
States, and his love of home keeps him close to his roots.

Southern Accents: 1 know you are not a fan of trendy decorating, but what current trend can you not resist?
Joe Minton; | seem to see a trend returning to painting furniture white, and it looks fresh and new again. It is especially
good for reproduction Chippendale and Gothic pieces. Toile de Jouy was a huge trend a few years ago, and I still say there's
nothing better than toile covering an upstairs dormered bedroom. | also never tire of the motif of shells and coral.
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"Syrie Maugham designed the furniture for this New York apartment (abova left),”
says Minton. Since then, upholsterers had ruined it, so Minton took it back to its
origins. Of this two-story space (above right) he says, “l love a grand entrance hall.”

IN JOL'S OPINION

Love Il

Leave It

Art photographs in livin
spaces. | love a beautifu
black-and-white.

Family photos that belong in
a bedroom or an album. Eﬁn
walls, they tend to break up a
public space.

A blank wall or a great big
piece of art, such as a coro-
mandel screen, that gives
weight to the space.

pieces that can never balance
the massive proportion of
the bed.

..............................................................................................................................

Classic architecture and
details applied correctly.

Owverscale, pompous,
fake styles.

Hoom Flow

Floral

Arrangements

Lamps

Mixing different styles in the
same room, Furniture in a
house should be able to
move from room te room
and, in fact, | de that both

color-wise and in formality.

MNatural-looking flowers that
look as though they were
cut from the garden and put
in avase,

Lots of lamps and recessed

lights that focus on specific
pleces of art or furniture.

Abrupt room-to-room
changes—English Tuder to
Regency to French Country—
the themed-room look,

Stiff arrangements that

clearly were done by some-
one else. 'l use fake flowers
when | have to, but what
makes flowers wonderful iz

their fleeting beauty.

Ceiling lights that have
no focus end up lighting
the floor,
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What are some of your favorite
antiques shops in Texas?

Slocum Street in the Dallas Design District
is a wonderful source, with numerous shops.
It's wonderful 1o be able to see so many
terrific pieces in such close proximity—like
Portobello Road in London. Betty Gertz’s
East & Orient is a standout, maybe the most
beautiful antiques shop in the country.

The economy has put a decorating
downer on us all. Do you have any tips
for combining high- and low-end?

| love that combination of truly fine and
important antiques with more mundane
pieces such as wicker. Have one piece in the
room that is really wonderful: 1 it's all
museum-quality, it belongs in a museum.
It's important to remember that you're creat-
ing a home.

Another way to save money is 1o use
inexpensive fabrics such as muslin or sateen
in large amounts and then use luxurious and
expensive fabrics in small amounts, such as
on chair seats and pillows. One place where
cheap and chic is possible is Fabric Factory
in Oklahoma City, They have a wonderful
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JOE'S FAVORITES

Paint Colors

1. White Sand (OC-10) by Benjamin Moore A
deep off-white that works well for woodwork, walls,
and ceilings. A similar, slightly lighter color is
Benjamin Moore's Ballet Whlte {IDC 9).

2. Concord Ivory (HC-12) b:.r Bnnjamfn Mcmre ¥ use |:I':|5
mﬁ ye”uw in th& same way as Me:-:n:ana [|::-E|+:}w}

3 Ointment Pink {Nn 21) I:r:.r Farrowrand Ball Th:5
soft terra-cotta/salmon color is great for walls and
ceilings with off-white woodwork. If the ceiling is tall,
it can be white. If it is low, | prefer taking the wall
c{::h:rr to the cedlng

d Mexicana (217 2- 30] I:::,r Eﬂn;amin Mnﬂm [ha'.re
used this color for walls, woodwork, and ceilings.

If the ceiling is tall, the room can have a caramel

or gray-blue/green ceiling. | find that low ceilings look
best when they are the same color as the walls, This
color locks good in high-gloss and is wondarful for
paneled rooms, especially libraries and dining rooms.
| would avoid using it in a bedroom because it is
stimulating rather than restful.

IFanbrics

1 and 2. Tree of Life and Chinese Lantern by Lee Jofa | have both of these hand-
blocked linens in my Fort Worth house and have used them for upholstery and
draperies. I've used Chinese Lantern on walls as well,

3. ﬂustﬂm ticklng b}l‘ Joe Minton We :h::-se the :nlms Fur I:he I:uf.t::m l_u:]-:mgs .am:l
had it printed in South Africa. We have used it for walls, ceilings, curtains, portieras,
and tents in several rooms. We also use a lot of Irish linens in neutral colors.

4. Great Tolle by Bennison | love its blown-up scala—the parrot is 30 inches tall.
The drawmg is a cross between medieval and 21 st-century mndern

5. Le Lac hy Bruns-:hwng & Fils | like this fabric because of its exotic chinoiserie
design, its large scale, and its unusual coloration. | have used it for draperies and
upholstery in the same room, and in two different colorways,
e ———
Entertaining

| want a mix of interesting people. For seated dinner parties, | like to set up tables

in ather rooms, such as the library and study—and squeeze people in on ballroom
chairs, Conversation is better when people are crowded together,

Lighting

| like wall washers, uplighters, and especially the new very small, square downlights
and wall washers that can be mudded in right up to the opening with no rims show-
ing. | use Lutron dimming systems, bouillotte lamps, small candlestick lamps with
metal shades, floor swing-arms, and wall-mounted swing-arms.

3':' EOUTHELN ACCENTS | MARCI/AFRIL 38845

selection of striped mattress ticking,

One of the most affordable ways to
change the look of the room is to paint the
walls—not the woodwork, but just the walls.
It can be done in a day and is very inexpen-
sive, People forget that, I think.

You are not afraid to use strong, satu-
rated colors. Any suggestions on how to
“live on the edge" and take color risks?
Let your eve be the judge of how colors look
together—not rules or matching. | especially
like unusual mixes: red with orange and pink;
blue with turquoise or agua; and purple or
lavender can be a great accent—or a bright
Chinese vellow. I'm using a Chinese yellow
linen on Syrie Maugham sofas and chairs in
a room in Newport with pale lavender walls
and lots of black-and-white and modern art.

What country inspires you the most?
England. In my opinion, Paris is the most
beautiful city in the world, but London is my
Favorite. | love the design, the kookiness of
it. | love the layer of age that permeates their
homes. They aren't afraid to show wear and
tear and have comfortable, livable spaces.
Worn leather, worn needlepoint, and worn
velvet can all look chic.

What room would you consider the
heart of a home?

For me, the study or library is the heart of
the home. Many would say the kitchen, but
I'm no cook. | find that a desk, bookease,
comfortable chair, fireplace, television, tele-
phone, and computer allow me to relax and
do myriad projects,

What is the key question that people
should ask themselves before embark-
ing on a new decorating project?

What do they want to achiever One impor-
tant question to ask is whether their goals
can be accomplished with the existing prop-
erty or if they should consider moving, |
have lost a couple of jobs when [ told clients
they should do just that. Tlu::.- ['im-l]]}.- did,
but with another decorator. But my advice



Let us customize a mantel from our line of authentic, old world
designs or create one just for you. Call 800-600-8336 for a free
catalog or visit www.oldworldstoneworks.com/sa

MOA N T ELS

I CLCE LIy Rl .

You always use beautiful antique

rugs. What styles do you favor?
My favorites are pale Turkish Oushaks
and old Persian Serapis.

What does vour dining table look
like when you entertain?

| like having a variety ol table settings.
| like old English ironstone china, which
looks great with colorful flowers. Some-
times | set the table in pold and white,
such as Royal Crown Derby’s Gold
Aves with white linens and tHowers.

What are your favorite flowers?
Oh, | love all flowers, especially aga-
panthus, tulips, and peonies. | even
like mums and carnations if used cor-
rectly—like dozens of blossoms in
varying shades of the same color. |
used to love calla lilies, though 1 don't
use them as often now. But 1 still like
them. To have fresh flowers-all
summer long, plant zinnias, giant
marigolds, and larkspur. #

For details, see Sourcebook, page 122.



