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Fort Worth Treasures
Hold Happy Memories for Owner

Text by Kay Crosby Ellis
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Sach acoessory and every piece of [urnigure
i the Chirles L. Rowin home of Fort
Waarth, Texas, holds special hagpy memo-
ries for Mrs, Rowan, She and her Lage hu-
band, o well-known  oilman, traveled
throughour the world  coflecting - theis
FIrll;l;‘Jr\.\ I'IT“{'!.\IEHU.

Now these tronsires keop her husband s
sperit very much alive for Merle Rowan, As
shie walks through the house, she stes the
sofa they selected in Loncon in 1938, the
hanedsorme pair of chests the couple diseo-

ered in Paris, a beautiful crystal candela.
brum they carried carefully home from
Caracas, Vepezueln, and muny other very
special peces, “Chirley i 3o very much o
part of dhis house,” she says, "1 can look
aeonnd at ol these things we collected and
feel his happy presence here.”

[t wiis quite natural, then, tha she chose
to refurbish these beloved irems when she
decided 1o redecorate several years agoe,
rather chan buy new furnishings.

_]:m:ph Minton and  David  Coeley,

Inteior design by Joseph Minton and. David Caorley
Phatography by Max Eckert

partners in the Forth Worth design firm
Mintwon Coeley  which  redecoented  the
howuse, concurred  enthusiassically. John
Astin Perking of Dallas worked wieh the
Rowans when they first bought the house,”
sl Mr, Minton, “They had  already
collected a great many beautiful picoes by
that timee, and Mr, Perking helped them o
quur.-mn:c:xlmr\lny Tovely things. ltwasa
pleasure for us to work with such beautiful
antiques and collectibles, All we peeded 1o
dowas updine falirics, coloes and wall ereat-

An | fehgentery English gilt cable and wool highlighs
e end of the living room, The leopard-Jeok cover.
eng om thie stood iy @ velvet from Bramichwag & Fils,

Distincrive dragery headings are o Minson Corley
wademark, Thew living room drapericn use delicate
wricking all woro the top. The fabeic i o prined
i from Cild Waorld Weavers.
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ments for a fresh look.™

The dessgiers added a few new items,
such as an anhigue K hitlirn Fieg in |5('I='rtl
colors for the living room and a trameau
mrror in stapped ok loe the -\!lllin'; Fedam,
They kept the original birch paneling in e
living room and dining room ol up-
riated
linen velvet of apricot, ane of Mes, Rowan's
faverite oodors. They also selected moiré
draperies with o flower print in shades of
apriged, pold and lenuee green on o con-
erasting eream buckgrownd

The draperies are a Minwsn Corley

Bolsered the non-pancled walls is

trademark - distinctive ty s ol headings
"We like 1o avoid ples whenever possi
ble, explained Mr. Minton, " We think
that other kinds of treatments give a pret.
tier book. "
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The lving room feaures deapenses dhat
are. chel

§ snocked all across the b
On the Lanai the designess shireed the drap
CRIES O

1 roed thar was covered with the
drapery fabric. In othee jobs they have re-
placed the many small |'||r.||\ usually seen
on chraperees with giant-sized Joose plears

W hen we diothe big loose pleats we use
n stiffendng, 40 that the fabric looks as if it
is just caughit up, Draperies ure one of the
things with which we particularly enjoy
warking, We have our own workroom,
which allows us w experiment with differ
ent headings,' comments Mr, Mivon,

In the two  upstiies
L|hIHr|t1'| usexd aprocet expensively, _lll.)llﬁ
with yelkow and green, They added a crea-
tive touch o the upstais by covering the
doors in the same wallcovering that was

bedeooms  the

useed i each room

Though both the lving room and dining
pooim are ueed eggularly for formal lunch:
eons, dinmers, teas, musical ovents and other
parties, Mes. Rowan concedes thae her B
vorite living area = and the favorice of mos
of her puests - i the comborgable U-shaped
Jaurind ahing was added when they bowghe the

louse, It featuses wide expanses of gl

ughe the wods and wing chair she
ni Londdon. She found the mate
il Pastes e Dalls
vupholiser the walh

Mlry, Fowoan §
i ekt yrary
winy, chair son
The apricoe ur
i by Clarerce Hisse

it Wedgmuand Lantreweare see an clegant inble
m, The Selict i from [raly, and
the Rowany found the oryusl candelshrum i
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with Indian embeaidery for the sofis insd
chairs on the lnai, Masses of more formal
pillows are wsed in the living room asd
master bedroom. The fancier ones feature
antiue lace, tapestry and embroidery

Also found i ehe living room is one of

het favorite collections: an extensive set of
Muissen inonkey musicans, again oollec.
od during their travels

This collecuon, incidencally, had an in.
reresting stare. The Rowans saw an entire

set Of the monkey musicians in a New York

ol daggen oollocted [} :. bes 1. P
Soene of Mr, Rowan's walk
e waml beside 1he
v 14 froen MNew Crainea

g stichon anad canes are in

]

utique shop, They didn’t buy it at the time
Bue lawer decided 10 return for it When
they reached the '\|'||||'| they discovered thag
# Fort Worth friend, prominens ofl mn,

avic leader and miseum benefacor
Aman Carter, had been in a few hours
carlier and bought the set

"We were so mod!™ Mrs, Rowan said
Jaughingly, “"We knew we w
plete set of them, so we had to find them

one at & tme, It took years, but | suppose
¢ fun thin if we had boughe the

o set at once.”’ &

Eanlen

g o the
1k b Jihes ‘W snom Landseae 18

ng lieeplace decorated with copper cocking

hoserves @ A [ocal poing for ihe oo

i At o irid af the lensd, The weren sofla Gabwic 1

by Heunschwig & Fils, and the peim
frorn Clkd World Weavers
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