Furnished with antigques, % |
artifacts, and contemporary
pieces, this in-town apartment
reflects its owner’s unique
approach to design.

| {mily Mintonis almost always
CUon the go. When she's not
| traveling around the South
photographing gracious homes
[or our magazine, she loves (o vas
cation in faraway places.

When she returns to Birming-
hiam, however, she wanis her
home to be a quiel and comfort: 8
ahle retreal, "Because | travel 2o
much, Tneed a hiven,” sws Emily
“But 1 wanted o home where 1
would be excited about walking in
the firomt door and yel where Leould
purl iy feet wp and really relac”

With these goals in mind, : :
Emily embarked on decorating her 1 D(J(lsquure:—fo-u! aparlment
She understood the potential of artistic collaborations, so she
turned to her father, Fort Worth designer Joseph Minton, *My dad
hs a great mind for spatial concepts,” says Emily proudky. * sent
him a floor plan, and he suggested the basic configuration and the
placement of the sofa”

Sl also credits hin with instilling design sesthetics during her
formative years: In particular she remembers his saying that rugs
should anchior a room first and wall color should continue the themeg,

Tao give the walls visual impact, Emily consulted her friend
Bryvan Carter, an Atlanta artist who painted dramatic faux-finish
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{Abave) Pine columns sublly divide

fhee tiving and dining areas. To,
viswally increase the Hving room’s
dimensions, Emily sel a large, gilded,
framed mirror abave @ pine sideboard.
{Left) The massive 190-century view
camera wnder the torought fron fable
wwas a gift from Emily’s father:




wall surfaces throughout the apariment. He created a large dismornid
pattern beneath the chair rail that enlivens fhe dining roomn, The Tv-
ing area features leopard-vellow walls with & matte, terea-cotta finish,

Once the background was in place, Emily was ready to furnish her
new abode, She started with a few major pieces. The sofa was a
holdover from her college days, A slipeover in a celadon green colton
with pull cords and grommets gives the old standby a new laok.

Bul the apartmenl definitely needed more furnishings. Again, Emily
turned to her father. As the owner of a thriving interior desipn prac-
tice, he offered significantly more possibilities than the typical attic or
basement collection of one's parents. “He let me go through his ware
house and ‘borrow” & number of choice pleces.” Emily explains,

sShe culled an eclectic mix of contemporary pieces and antiques,
ranging from a pair of ball chairs from her father to a wicker chalse
lounge from France. It's not surprising that Emily’s home reflects the
many cultures she has experienced. Nearly every wall and table sur
face displays artifacts and photographs from exotic destinations.

An Indian tapestry hangs on one wall; éolorful Turkish rugs are
placed throughout, Portraits of family and friends sit comfortably next
to Thai pottery and antique cameras. 1 grew up surrounded by fots of
“organized clutter, ~ says Emily, "so/it's only natural my ewn home
wonld e filled with things I've collected over the vears.”

(Right) Aw old tobacea
crale serves as the
backdrop for Enily's
antigue camaras—
many purchased af flea
mearkets and yvard sales,
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(Left) Rather than using a fraditional dining arvangemont,
Emily compbined swoicker ehafrs with & leather zetfee placed
against one wall,

(Above) A secondary sdaling arrangement, comprised of antigne
French wicker, is tucked along the front of the apartment, Unlived
muslin drapes provide a lght and airy backgrownd.
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