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or s long s he can remember, Joe Minton has been
cognizant of madition. While he was prowing up, his
J parents tobd him stories abour his ancesms, ! Faild

who was Fort Worth's firse postmnseer and mill-owner, By
adulthood, Minten's understanding of self was inexozably
linked to the past and 0 his distincrion s a fifth-genera-
tion Fore Warth ressdent
Professionatly, Minton's appeecintion of heritage has served him well:
The accluimed ASID designer has a penchant for classic syle, It shows in
his Fore Worth home, especlally at Christmas. For Minton, any celebira-
tion of the holiday not saturared with tradition would be an anomaly.
“I've always boved Chrissmas, as o child and then a5 the father of my
own two children,™ says the parmer In Minton-Corley, a Fore Worth de-
sigm firm noted for its collection of furnishings. “Only vesterdsy, it seems
like | wats pueting together fire trucks for Christmas and planning cur fiest
Christmas Eve party. It's been 25 years since that first PArty; mow the
children are in college and my wife and | are divorced."
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with the present by re-creating traditional seasonal im:
ages, He continoes o host o Christmas Eve party, for
which he begins decomting well ahead of December 24,
“Lsually | decornte; the firse weekend in December,” he
ways, o that [ have tlme e enjoy the decorntionas.™ Min-
oy antiquesfilled home s an sppropriate backdrop for
the customary colors and folinge that bespeak the holiday. “1ve wired
fruit s decorations a lot over the yenrm, Unice 1 did & whaole tree in fresh
fruit. | had o throw {t out after about 10 days when the fruic began roe-
eimg, but it looked wonderful while it lasted,” he recalle, “And [ like o
use fresh flowens ut Cheistmas, especially lilies and white lips,

“Chrlstmas, ro me, also sosmells,” sy Minton, 1 love the smell of
Chelsemas greenery=all of the fir branches nnd fodinge | use sre real. [
love the food smells of Christmos: The smell of o ham cooking B one 1
remember from oy childhood.” For his Christmas Eve party, Mingon
recaptures those L'|I||\.H'h.|~||| WEOTAA, SCTVIRE SUesEs o |||1Il'-1'|u:||v|n] 1‘1‘.1“ el
Virginia hom, turkey or wild goose, plum podding, fruitcake and eggnog,
"Open fires alio are o Chrivmas memory, and 1 always have the fire going
during the parey. | love Christmas music, oo, and 1 pley & recording of
the Texas Boys Cholr singing carols, over und over.”

Mot of all; though, Christmas—past, present ond future=is regarded by
Minton as 1 time for people, "1 have a loe of feelings abour family and
friends ot Cliristmas, 1 the time | especially like o be with them. Once
everyone s pst all the chores and RETCASCA, :'ﬂlp'h: seem 10 have more
happiness and good will ar Chrlsemas than ac ony other tme of year” In
his mind, that's one wadition defimieely worth preservingC]
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