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The quiet blend of eolors and
fabries is the soft canvas for dabs and

splashes of collectibles.
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Minton’s retreat of antiques
is something of an international melting
pot of influences.

slver crustneenn collection. Minton says e
curne acnoss one of these Japenese croathons
by chinnee, and from that padnt on, he's been
hooked on erustaceans. O necent trip to
Mew York, he plcked up several more,

I love erudacean things,™ he sy, “Some
of them are fust delightiul. 1 have one that's
wonderful = it's u giant shrimp or prawn
with legs that move whon you plek it up,
Heally, vou plek It up and all the logs starl
winvlng,”

Crustpecam aside, Minton's other collee
tibles mre delightful on thedr own marit. He's
Faselinted with antique rugs, particulaely
Bessnrablon kilim rugs like the one in his
Living room, “Thev're more Exropoan than
Ciriental In orlgin,” he says, "My partner
found mine in London, but P've potten s 1
can spot them, They're tightly woven, and
thiy almost always have a Dower motif, Mine
Freatures o glont wrm with glant Dowers.”

Another intorest is fine poreelaln — capo-
clully antique blant-do-ching, monochome
pieces el ai the Chiness vases and Foo dogs
It bz living room. Yot another Interet is the
urt af Caban palnter Julle Larraz,

Minton's quict retrent of collectibles {5, In
[nct, something of an international molting
ot of influencos. While many of the smalles

pleces and socessories soflect an Oriental
arigin, the |||r:.'_r~r ]!||\1'1 |11|n'|ill' a varod
itinerary of ploces and eraw; country French
and Rbgenee anthgues: bend with English
Winbor, Regency and Gothie [urniture in
gracaful harmony,

But dispite layering thowe beight antique
touches on the canvas, Minton says his
primary’ conoerm wae the creatlon wot of o
showploce for antl e, Bvut of @ comfortable,
Hivalile habitat, o background for his lie and
Intoresis,

“My general philosoplyy ix that eoch moom
must actually be wnd look comfortable,™ he
says, “Each ropm miust be used, and [t must
weelt the person lving there,

“This was dmply the buckground 1 likod
for me, for my wmall apirtment seteeat.” O

LE A stunnpingly beight North Alrican rug
hl:; lghis the bedroom. The throw [:ll]mm sl
antiique chale uphobitery are verdure, or tapsstry
Foaturing blues aned green of Régmoo origing
ABOVE: A samphing of Minion's smallos
Lresanires rests o0 Uie blosched sak Fremoh table
In the bedrooem, Clustored here &ro hvory and
carved boen phooo; @ bleasched turtle shell, o
small 1Tth-sentary Nisdan foon, orytal nowel
ormaments and North Alrican (rom (e
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