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Bald architecture and equally powerful interior
design don't always mix. And even when they da, it
may be in a discordane Jumble of stimuli that lenves
e onlooker feeling sensorlally nssaulted. In ane oasts
of a home in Midland, however, distinctive architec-
ture wnd interior design coexist withour n single com-
petitive clash, The result & a rich, resanant harmany
between structure and decor that leaves solo efforts
scanich £l thin h\.‘ OO PTG,

That the architecture is not clumoring for center
stage but is content in its own strengehis is clear from
the outset, The house's cleandined suceo facade has
none of the noked exhibitionism that sometimes
characterizes modern desdgn, Instend, the structure is
subtly integrated into the landscape, with vy and

other vwining foliage freely climbing, outlining and
averlapping its perimeters,

The simple, relaxed effect tx precisely what nrehitect
Frank Welch, of Frank Welch Associnres in Midland
unid Dallas, had in mind, *The house loaks as if it hins
been ackled ontm aver a peclod of time, and | like thar,”
explains the architect. *Its broken up with gabled
wings, because we didn't want the size of the house o
be apparent of appear oppressive in (ts mussing.”

Despice ey gevibingly elean, contemporery line
facade ix fiar from s
[olrap et its a0k g 165 roaf, the he
imregral element of the vesdant ldwape e
Lamberes of Dallas.




A central gallery organizes
the floor plan, with all other rooms
extending from this core space.

Mowhere do the definitive tones of the architecture resound more
clearly than in the living room. Ordinarily rescricted to commercial
structures, a trussed ceiling strikes a bold, although not deafening, noee.
“This is a time-honored way of spanning space,” deciares Welch, Tivs a
very informal trearment, bu it gives the casual look we wanted ” Behind
a majestic freestanding fireplace, and in purposeful conereast t fis planar
searkniess, a linear glass boy serves o5 a'lush haven for plans,

‘With so much architectural richness in a single room, “the tendency
might be to kateweryl.hlng white and bare,” admits designer Joe Min-
rton, ASID, of Minton-Corley in Fort Worth. Bur Minton and partner
Dravid Corley "wanted the house to be warm, not austere. We thoughe
Frank Welch's archivecoure was beautiful and that it should show, but
with a warmth,” explains Mimton,

In converting a patio fnto an awrium, Welch enclosed the overhead
trellis with glass, thereby creating o dynamic focal point as well as a key
rransitional link with the living room's architecture; with so misch visual
play overhead, Minton and Corley kept the decor simple, but not to the
paing of chilly austerity.
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Offering cvery bir as much depth and contras as
the architecture, the interiar design radically departs
from itz light, airy tones o prochice totally different
reverberations in the dining room and libeary. Dining
rocm wills are swathed in a shirred Indian print fabric
“to make the room cozy, confine it and make it tent
like.” explains Minton, In the lirary, boch walls and
ceiling were lacquered a deep shade of wobacen to
achieve yet another varation on the theme of closs,
intimate envelopment.

The home's rare balance berween assertive architec:
rure and foroeful design undoubredly was faciliated
by the early collaboration of architect and design
team. “As a result of working with Frank Welch in the
|.'|L11|:|:ng stages, we were able to be involved in such
things a8 what went on the foors and walls” says
Minron. *We actually were furnishing the home while
it g2l was on paper.”

By warking together from the starr, the architect
and designers also were able to unite in a singularity of
purpase. Agreeing upon the primary goaks of comfort
and informality, with visual stimulation an impermn:
secandary aim, they created a living environment tha
the owner says “perfectly meets our family's necds,
while also heing a beaurifsl place to live.” As sich, this
hardwaorking harmony of structure and decor is,
perhips, what the ultimate kome s all about,

ABOVE: Diniing room walls are wrapped in o shimed Indian
favint fabric by Kink-Braonmel for a tene-dike intimacy, The
octapanal beveled plass table with back barmbeo base i by
McGhare, OPPOSITE A Mexicm coffee table ond Country
French reproductinn chairs by Minton-Spidell sich atriped
Brunschudg & Fils aphalstery impan a vintape warmeh, not
¥ taentiom an eclecticism thar augpests the ouners migh

fhave been collecting for yers,




